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South Swell

Doheny State Beach Interpretive Association

Mike Dippel (Park Aide,
Summer 2007): After
leaving Doheny, Mike en-
joyed a month-long surf trip
in Mexico. He then worked
as an instructor at the
Ocean Institute and at the
Lazy W Ranch (off Ortega
Highway), educating stu-
dents about the outdoors.
During this time, Mike was
going through the lengthy

State Park Ranger-Cadet
hiring process.

Mike was thrilled to be
hired as a Ranger-Cadet,
starting the academy in Oc-
tober 2008. In a recent
email, Mike wrote, “T am so

Do Snakes Get Nine Lives Too? B8y supervising Ranger Jim Serpa

The runner must have
jumped 20 feet in the air
as we drove by. My steel
trap of a mind told me that
he was trying to avoid
something. What it was, I
wasn’t sure, but [ had a
good guess: a snake. Here
at Doheny we don’t see
many of these slithering
serpents, but every now
and then one shows up.
We made a quick U-turn,

stoked to be up here at the
academy, I'm just taking it
day by day, and enjoying
every minute of it.” Mike
will graduate, along with
40 other cadets, in May
2009. His first assignment
will be at Baldwin Hills
Scenic Overlook, a new
park in the Los Angeles
area, which is scheduled to
open in March 2009. Mike
said the park will have a
spanking-new interpretive
center and ranger station.
Way to go and good luck,
Mike!

Elaine (Murray) DeSon:
(Aquarium Park Aide,
1994-1995):

Elaine is known as our first
“Aquarium Girl” — a Park
Aide whose primary re-
sponsibility was to care for
our visitor center’s tide
pool and aquariums.

Elaine proved to be a great

heading back to the area
where we had just seen the
jogger make the Olympic-
sized leap. Once we got
there, I saw the culprit that
caused his hurdle. It was a
three to four foot gopher
snake lying across the jog-
ger’s trail, sunning itself in
the afternoon rays. This
was my first encounter
with this beautiful animal
but not my last. Several
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After leaving Doheny, Elaine, a
Veterinary Technician, moved to
the Los Angeles area, where she
worked for the American Humane
Association to monitor “animal
action” for films and television.
Her knowledge of horses got her

Photo Gallery 4

2009

Dates to Remember

hired on the spot, and allowed her e ‘]4 Beac}f Clea_n‘up
to work in the hills of South Da-  APril 11 Grunion Night
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Book.” Her favorite sets were for Sept. 19 Coastal Clean-up
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months later [ was ina
meeting by the creek when
Iheard....SNAKE! This
time Sammy (as Senior
Park Aide Rachel Hammer
has dubbed the snake)
seemed to be sunning itself
right next to the bike trail
along the creek. Sammy

was very shiny with beauti- ©
ful browns, oranges and
cream colors, appearing to
have just molted. I quickly













